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Message from Dr. John Conly

Establishing the Department of Medicine Research Development Fund (DOMRDF)

At previous Medical Services and Departmental Executive
Committee (MSEC/DEC) Meetings, we have discussed how
we might create research opportunities that would be directed
towards our Faculty members. We began discussions in 2008
and debated how best to provide a source of funding for our
members, aimed primarily at new members, in an effort to
stimulate interest in smaller projects and/or starter grants,
which may also enable resident participation. An approach to
offering a new source of funding was considered important
with the loss of previous funding sources through the Calgary
Health Region Adult Research Committee and with the
economic recession that has been experienced worldwide. Dr.

Elizabeth MacKay, with her longstanding experience with the
former Adult Research Committee, kindly agreed to take on the task of developing a
document and Terms of Reference for the new research fund while the Departmental
Executive Committee examined potential sources of funding.

A potential source of revenue was identified within the Departmental and Divisional
portions of the Clinical Trials Overhead Funds allocations which were held within the
former Calgary Health Region. Through a
Department and all its Divisions, a small fund was created, which has been coined the
DOMRDF. The fund is not large by the standards of any granting agency. However,
with careful stewardship of the existing start-up and continued allocations to the
Department through Alberta Health Services (AHS) - Calgary and Area for its portion of
clinical trials overhead revenue, and assuming that Department members will continue
to be engaged in clinical trials, the fund should be sustainable in the long term.

Terms of Reference and the concomitant policies and procedures to be used by the
DOMRDF were based on the previous policies and procedures of the Calgary Health
Region Adult Research Committee and the Strategic Research & Development
Committee, as well as the former Research & Development Committee of Foothills
Hospital. A subcommittee of the MSEC/DEC, termed the Department of Medicine Adult
Research Committee, with Dr. Elizabeth MacKay as its inaugural Chair, is responsible
for the review and approval of requests for research funding and the accountability for
the funds. It is hoped that two to three competitions can be held each year. Information
on the Fund has been forwarded to all members of the Department and is available on
the Department of Medicine (DOM) website at www.departmentofmedicine.com
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Some important principles have been espoused in the Policy for Funding and include the following:

e

5.

The Principal Investigator must be a primary member of the DOM of AHS - Calgary Zone and /or DOM, U of C.
New investigators will receive priority over established investigators for funding awards

Awards involving trainees in the core internal medicine or subspecialty programs will be given preference

The DOMRDF reviews and rates (using CIHR guidelines) all departmental research proposals submitted for
funding

The maximum funding allowable per project is $10,000 and always budget dependent

In addition, the MSEC/DEC, upon the advice of the DOMRDF may hold special funding competitions directed at
specific areas of research based on departmental priorities on an annual or biannual basis, dependent upon
priorities and revenues available, including private donations.

To

date, two competitions have been held and the Fund has had many outstanding applications, of which 6 have

been funded in the current calendar year with involvement of trainees in all projects. The new Fund would not have
been made possible without the spirit of co-operation and shared vision of the Division Chiefs to create such an
opportunity for their members and we are indebted to their leadership in this capacity.
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At our last two Department of Medicine (DOM) Retreats, we developed strategies to improve
access to patient care, build on our research and educational agendas and strengthen our
communications. You can access these presentations on our DOM website at
www.departmentofmedicine.com. I n this issue, il nnovation
Day Unit. You will learn how this multidisciplinary approach improves health care access for
Hematology and Bone Marrow Transplant patients.

Dr. Conly also describes initiatives to create research opportunities. Our educational
program continues to be successful and we celebrate our teaching award recipients. We
have also hired a new web administrator Nathan Porter. In the upcoming months, we will be
&9 updating our website based on your feedback. Watch for emails from our DOM Newsflash for

{ these exciting changes. If you would like to share your ideas on how we can further improve
our communication strategy please contact me at maria.bacchus@albertahealthservices.ca
~ or by phone: 403-944-3324
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2010 Internal Medicine Residents 9th Annual Retreat

When: February 26-28, 2010
Where:  Delta Lodge in Kananaskis
Time: Check in 4pm - Check out 11am

RSVP to Charlene Brass by: January 8, 2010

Phone: 403-944-2146
Fax: 403-944-1666
or Email: charlene.brass@albertahealthservices.ca
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Department of Medicine 2009
Fall Awards Dinner

The Department of Medicine (DOM) recognized the following recipients at the Annual Awards Banquet on
October 29th, 2009. Please join us in congratulating them for these noteworthy achievements.

Clinical Excellence Awards

Dr. Howard McEwen Award for Dr. Terry Groves Award for Dr. John Dawson Award for
Clinical Excellence (PLC) Clinical Excellence (RGH) Clinical Excellence (FMC)
Dr. Martha Ainslie (R) presented by Dr. Don Cook (R) presented by Dr. Man Chiu Poon
Dr. Elizabeth Mackay (L) Dr. John Conly (L)

Teaching Awards

Ectopic Award Rookie of the Year Research Preceptor

Dr. Sarah Weeks (R) presented by Dr. Mike Fisher with his family Dr. Brenda Hemmelgarn
Dr. Karmon Helmle (L)

Silver Finger Award Work Life Balance Award Repeat Offender Award
Dr. David Sam (R) presented by Dr. Paul Gibson (R) presented by Dr. Karen Rimmer (R) presented by
Dr. Nicole Schneider-MacRae (L) Dr. Karmon Helmle (L) Dr. Ken Parhar (L)
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